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as wetland delineations, mitigation
plans, best management practices,

etc. to support application.
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qualifies for a Nationwide Permit
(NWP) or an Individual Permit (IP).
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NWPs 1, 2,4,5,7,9,
10, 11, 15, 18, 20,
22,25, 28, 30, and

31 have been
certified for 401 if
State Conditions

have been met and
no further action is
required.

\ 4

NWPs 3, 6, 12, 13, 14,
16, 19, 23, 27, 29, 32,
33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 39,
40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46,
and 48 have been
certified subject to
conditions for 401 and
may require Ecology

NWPs 8, 17, 21, 37,
44, 49, 50, 51, and
52 have been denied
and will require an
Individual 401
Certification from
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Public or other
interested party

review

Ecology.
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Applicant submits project information to Ecology reviews project information, may
Ecology. request additional information
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and 401

requirements

Ecology
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NWP and 401
requirements

Ecology issue
Letter of
Verification

Corps or Ecology issues a
Public Notice

Applicant may proceed with project, must
meets terms and conditions of NWP
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Public can submit comments on
Public Notice
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Review and Issuance Phase

Corps and Ecology review JARPA,
supporting documents
I (e.g. mitigation plan), and public comments
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Applicant submits additional information to ¢ |
the Corps of Engineers and Ecology

v

Ecology makes decision on 401 Certification

Corps
issues
404
Permit

Applicant can appeal
decision to Washington
Pollution Control Hearing
Board (PCHB)

Public can appeal
decision to Washington
Pollution Control
Hearing Board (PCHB)

Ecology
issues 401
Certification

401
Certification
Denied

Appeal Phase
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Link A

Triggers for 401 Water Certification:

Applying for a federal license or permit for any activity that could cause a discharge of dredge or fill
material into water or non-isolated wetlands or excavation in water or non-isolated wetlands.

Back to Schematic
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Link B

Nationwide permits and Individual Permits:

Information from the Corps web site: http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/
Regulatory.aspx

INDIVIDUAL PERMITS Individual permits are issued following a full public interest review of an
individual application for a Department of the Army permit. A public notice is distributed to all known
interested persons. After evaluating all comments and information received, final decision on the
application is made.

The permit decision is generally based on the outcome of a public interest balancing process where
the benefits of the project are balanced against the detriments. A permit will be granted unless the
proposal is found to be contrary to the public interest. Processing time usually takes 60 to 120 days
unless a public hearing is required or an environmental statement must be prepared. To apply for an
individual permit, an application form must be completed. This application is available from all
regulatory offices.

NOTE: The Corps cannot issue an individual permit until the state issues or waives the 401
Certification.

LETTERS OF PERMISSION A Letter of Permission is a type of permit issued through an
abbreviated processing procedure which includes coordination with Federal and State environmental
agencies and a public interest evaluation, but without the publishing of an individual public notice.
This permit is normally used for activities in navigable waters where objections are unlikely, and the
activity does not qualify for a General Permit.

NATIONWIDE PERMITS A nationwide permit is a form of general permit which authorizes a
category of activities throughout the nation. These permits are valid only if the conditions applicable
to the permits are met. If the conditions cannot be met, a regional or individual permit will be
required.

Please see the Corps Nationwide Permit page for more information.

Back to Schematic

s ooossosssoosoaosossoosaosaosossooosoososassosoaosossosoosossosssassossssosocscscsccscscscsccccccoocooccooocococoocococoocoo0ooo0oo0o0o0o®
For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.oria.wa.gov or call the Governor’s Office for Regulatory Innovation and Assistance at (800) 917-0043
Rev. 2014 04 03



http://www.oria.wa.gov
http://oria.wa.gov
http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Regulatory.aspx
http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Regulatory/PermitGuidebook/NWPs.aspx
http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Regulatory.aspx
http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Regulatory.aspx

	401-Water-Quality-Certification-Schematics (1).vsd
	Permit
	Link-A
	Link-B


